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Premise 
This deliverable is related to the activities carried out within Task 3.3 – Development of the online 

observatory.  

The bone structure of the Online Observatory was developed during the first months of the project and was 

subsequently updated as the SIMPLA Guidelines took shape. The Guidelines are an evolving document and 

therefore, the Online Observatory is being continuously updated as new content becomes available.  

The Online Observatory was temporarily published online as a password-protected area, accessible only to 

project partners. As the first official version of the Guidelines was completed in March 2017, the Online 

Observatory was updated with the full text in English and the related resources and is now accessible to the 

public.  

SIMPLA Guidelines 
The Guidelines for the Harmonization of Energy and Mobility Planning are the starting material for the Online 

Observatory. The first English version was completed in March 2017 and a browsable and printable version 

was developed and circulated with all partners. The document was meant to be used as is for general 

dissemination, but also to be translated in all the local languages in order to reach the relevant stakeholders 

and provide a useful document for Local Authorities. The document has now been translated in all languages 

and has been circulated within the Consortium, published online and presented at some of the training 

courses which took place in May and June 2017.  



 

4 
 

SIMPLA has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 695955 

 



 

5 
 

SIMPLA has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 695955 

 

The document is structured as follows: 

Foreword – it introduces the document and contains also the text that was used for the SIMPLA Manifesto, 

which was published in February 2017 

Chapter 1: Introduction and Problem Setting – it introduces the background and basic concepts of SEAPs, 

SECAPs and SUMPs 

Chapter 2: The Harmonization process – defines the meaning of harmonization between the different plans, 

why it is needed and how it should be carried out 

Appendices – provide useful information on financing mechanisms, a list of references and two attached 

documents (Self-assessment Questionnaire and Harmonization Report Template) 
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The full document is available at the following links: 

English 

Italian 

Spanish 

German  

Croatian 

Bulgarian 

Romanian 

Online Observatory 
As mentioned in the Premise of this deliverable, the Guidelines are the starting point of the Online 

Observatory. Finalising the text of the Guidelines has required more effort than foreseen because obtaining 

guidelines for the harmonisation of SEAPs and SUMPs that could be implemented in all countries was quite 

challenging.  

Moreover, the process of translating the Guidelines in all languages was a slowed down by the organisation 

of the training courses and the training courses themselves. This resulted in a delay in the publishing of the 

Online Observatory, which at the moment is available on the English, Romanian and German versions of 

SIMPLA website, but will soon be available in all languages.  

The Turn-key packages (TKP) are also part of the Guidelines; however, they have been finalised after the 

release of the first version of the Guidelines and will be part of the next version which is foreseen for October 

2017. At the moment, the TKPs are available on the Online Observatory in English and Romanian. 

The online version follows the structure of the document that was finalized in March 2017, each chapter and 

subchapter, although it has a slightly different layout owing to the fact that it was developed to make it 

mobile-friendly, just as the rest of the project website is. 

http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47842/guidelines-book-en.pdf
http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47843/guidelines-book-it.pdf
http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47844/guidelines-book-es-2.pdf
http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47845/guidelines-book-de.pdf
http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47846/guidelines-book-hr.pdf
http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47847/guidelines-book-bg.pdf
http://www.simpla-project.eu/media/47848/guidelines-book_ro_3.pdf
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It is possible to view the online version of the Guidelines by clicking on the top menu of the project website 

(www.simpla-project.eu/en) Browsing through the Guidelines is quite easy, thanks to an interactive index 

which allows the reader to skip from one chapter to another if desired. Moreover, upon selecting a chapter, 

the reader has an overview (the in depth section) of the content of the subchapters (title and brief 

introduction), as show in the figure below. 

http://www.simpla-project.eu/en
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The Online Observatory is not merely an online version of the Guidelines. It contains added features and a 

specific tool for adding links, documents, videos and other material which is related to a specific 

topic/chapter within the Guidelines. The related resources appear in a box on the right, as shown in the figure 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The resources appear in order according to relevance (which can be defined when adding the resource) and 

language – when browsing through the English version of the website, the first resources that appear are 

those in English, and the resources that are available in different languages as well, appear below. The 

opposite happens when browsing in another language (resources of the current language appear at the top). 

Moreover, the box provides added information on the resources – it provides the nature of the resource 

(e.g., link, doc, etc.) and the category (e.g., website, useful docs, etc.). 
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All resources can be downloaded/opened/watched by clicking on the name of the resource (e.g., HOW TO 

DEVELOP A SEAP).  

A Suggestions Form is also available for anyone who wishes to make a suggestion concerning a document, 

link or other resource that he/she thinks relevant to the topic and that should be added to the resources. 
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One-on-one tutorials were held with the technical partners in October 2016 in order to explain how the 

platform works and how to add/edit content, including the resources (useful documents, links, etc.) that are 

linked to the different chapters of the Guidelines.  

The translations of the Guidelines are now finalized and all technical partners are in charge of adding the 

translations on the project website under their local language. This task is currently ongoing. 

 

 

 

 


